In this paper we present data on population density, tail-break frequency, sex ratio, and habitat type, as well as on diurnal and seasonal activity patterns. We also give information for age at maturity, number of clutches per season, clutch size, egg size, egg size relative to female size and relative clutch mass. The importance of these reproductive variables in interpreting species and population adaptations of various lizards is well known (Tinkle, 1969; Tinkle et al., 1970; Vitt, 1977). However, relatively little information is available on intraspecific variation of these variables in Old World lizards.
Fig. 1. Map showing the collection sites of Podarcis taurica ionica within each study area.

METHODS AND STUDY AREAS
The data are based on 308 specimens which were collected and preserved and an additional 130 individuals that were observed but not collected. Field work was performed from March to Nov. of 1977-1979 at collection sites shown in Fig. 1 . The material came mostly from lowland populations (altitudes < 100 m), and only a few individuals from Epirus belonged to a montane population. The animals were kept alive in the laboratory for short periods before preservation.
For each lizard snout-vent length (SVL) and total body mass were measured. All females were examined for tail condition, sex and reproductive condition. For each gravid female the total number of oviductal and/or large ovarian eggs (diameter >3 mm) was counted, and the dimensions and mass of each oviductal egg were measured. Linear measurements were taken to the nearest 0.1 mm; body and egg mass to the nearest 0.1 and 0.001 g, respectively. In females which did not bear oviductal eggs, we searched for external and/or internal marks of recent oviposition, i.e., loose skin on flanks, widened oviducts, and corpora lutea on ovaries. The estimation of clutch size was made separately for oviductal, large ovarian and both types of eggs. Relative clutch mass (RCM) was expressed as the ratio of oviductal clutch mass to the total body mass (Vitt and Congdon, 1978) .
Population density was estimated by making transects through the habitat, recording distances covered with a leg pedometer. The effective width of the transects was about 5 m. The total number of lizards observed on a study site was divided by the total surface of the site (i.e., meters walked multiplied by the width of the transect) and the result was expressed as number of lizards per hectare (Pianka, 1970) . These density estimations as well as observations on diurnal activity pattern were performed during the peak activity period (mid April-late June).
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Habitat and adaptations. -The lizard P. t. ionica lives mainly in open lowland areas with short grass-forb-shrub vegetation. We identified the following dominant plant taxa: Inula sp., Calendula sp., Chrysanthemum sp., Daucus carota, Euphorbia sp. and Trifolium sp. This lizard also lives in olive groves, cultivated areas, gardens, as well as in road sides, brambles and fences. Sometimes we found it on stream banks or sandy places near the sea shore having halophytic vegetation. In general, any place with a little vegetation even in habitated sites could be suitable for this lizard. Similar biotopes are referred by other authors for P. t. taurica (Kabisch and Engelmann, 1970) . Montane populations of P. t. ionica occur in Epirus and Peloponnese. In comparison to other wall lizards of the Balkan Peninsula (e.g., Podarcis erhardii, Podarcis peloponnesiaca, Podarcis melisellensis and Podarcis muralis) P. taurica is more closely associated with low vegetation and its climbing ability is considerably reduced (Klemmer, 1975; Arnold et al., 1978) . Our observations on P. t. ionica confirm these ecological associations.
This lizard shows a high degree of seasonal color match with its environment. All individuals of each population possess the same color, although the color changes from season to season. The basic dorsal color is bright grass-green in spring and early summer and becomes dark (1979) suggest that if predation is the major source of mortality, then the lesser the predation intensity the greater the tail-break frequency. However, our data are insufficient so far to support any.of the above hypotheses. The absence of any significant sexual difference in tail-breaks of P. t. ionica may suggest that tail autotomy of this lizard is used by both sexes for escaping predator attacks and are not attributed to intraspecific fights (usually between males). On the other hand, interpopulational homogeneity probably reflects the lack of any considerable environmental differences among study areas. Fig. 2 shows higher tailbreak frequencies in larger (hence older) individuals of both sexes. This can be explained by the increased probability of the older individuals to encounter a predator.
Timing of reproduction .-On the average hibernation lasts from early Nov. to late Feb. or early March. It was observed that the length of this period is strongly influenced by climate or weather conditions prevailing in each area during a given year. Thus, it is shorter for populations of SW Peloponnese and longer for montane populations of Epirus, while the differences among all other populations examined are very small. The reproductive period begins near the end of March. Most copulations were observed from early April to early May but some sporadic ones took place until late June. Gravid females with oviductal and/or large ovarian eggs were collected mainly from the middle of April to the middle ofJuly, but the peak of the gestation period occurs from the middle of May to the middle of June (Table 4 ). In several cases we found gravid females outside of this period and this fact implies that there is no strict synchronization of reproductive cycles for all females of each population. From several females which were caught in spring and laid their eggs in the laboratory it is concluded that gestation lasts 4-6 weeks.
A total of 152 females were examined of which 101 individuals were found carrying oviductal Such an extensive breeding season which covers most of the annual activity period appears to characterize all Lacertidae inhabiting the temperate zone (Fitch, 1970 ).
Sex ratios.-With the exception of the Kerkyra
Island population, all other populations studied show a sex ratio of 1:1 or slightly deviated toward the males (Table 5 ). However, all these deviations from the 1:1 ratio are not significant (X2-test, P > 0.05).
In other works concerning P. t. taurica (Cruce, 1977) and Cnemidophorus sp. (Pianka, 1970; Schall, 1978 ) a temporary deviation towards males during the summer was noted which was attributed to cryptic behavior of females until the egg deposition. Deviation towards females during the second half of the activity period was reported for a montane population of Cnemidophorus tigris multiscutatus (Goldberg, 1976 ). (Table 6 ). The three separate estimations of clutch size do not differ significantly (t-test, P > 0.05), and hereafter for comparisons we use the results of estimations which are based on both types of eggs. On the average each female lays four eggs per clutch, with a range of 2-10 and more frequently 3-5 eggs per clutch (Fig. 3) . Schreiber (1912) found three eggs in the unique female of P. t. taurica that he examined. There is a highly significant difference in clutch size among study areas (F5 102 = 3.81, P < 0.005) because of higher values in continental material. Indeed, the mean island clutch size differs significantly from the continental one (t = 3.24, P < 0.01), while clutch size differences among island populations are not significant (F3,93 = 2.15, P > 0.05). Clutch size of the SW Peloponnese population is significantly larger than that of other areas (t-test, P < 0.01). This may be attributed to the large body size of the individuals of this population, a character which is known from an earlier study (Cyren, 1941) . In each study area a positive correlation between SVL and clutch size was found. This correlation is significant (P < 0.05) in all areas except Kerkyra island and Epirus (P > 0.1). The (Fitch, 1970; Pianka, 1970) , but in other lizard and snake species the reverse relation is true (Fitch, 1970) .
In females with both oviductal and large ovarian eggs we compared the two successive clutch sizes. In four females from the Zakynthos population the average size was 31/4 eggs for the first clutch and 41/4 eggs for the second one. In two females from Kefalonia the respective values were 3 and 31/2 eggs. In one female from Kerkyra the corresponding numbers were 4 and 6.
Because of the very limited sample, we cannot suggest any certain difference among clutches of P. t. ionica. Comparable differences and other data on reproduction of a number of North American lizards are summarized by Vitt (1977).
Dimensions and mass of oviductal eggs.-Means of length, width and mass of oviductal eggs, as well as means of female SVL and mass for each study area are presented in Table 7 . Interpopulational differences for each of these characteristics are statistically significant (F-test, P < 0.05). these two areas exhibit obvious habitat differentiation.
